
Chairman’s Report to 2017 AGM 

 

Hello again and a further welcome to our AGM 

 

I think we can be proud of what we have achieved in 2017. Other committee 

members will be speaking about their particular areas of responsibility, and I want to 

thank them all at the start of this meeting for the contributions they make to the 

running of the group. I don’t want to pre-empt what they are going to say, but I will 

just mention that we have had a particularly good year of walking with a choice of 

options ranging from the short and easy to the definitely challenging.  

We have had three long distance paths being walked in sections, and a number of 

shorter ones such as the Medway Valley Path and the Thames Estuary Path, which 

have proved extremely popular, and attracted large numbers of people. In fact, the 

numbers coming on our walks seems to be increasing, which is very encouraging. 

Many of these are members of other groups, but they obviously like what we are 

doing. And a number of new leaders have come forward to take us to different places, 

so that is a cause for celebration. 

 

Another real cause for celebration was the walk in October to dedicate the gate near 

Chartridge which West London has donated in memory of Ken Royce, who died in 

2013. Many of you will remember Ken, although there are newer members who 

won’t. It was a particularly happy walk with people taking part who had known Ken 

at different times in his life, including some friends from his days with the Vanguard 

Rambling Club and the Rockhoppers. The recent SE Walker gave us a good display 

for our write-up of this walk, and more pictures of the day will be found on our 

display board – along with photos taken on a number of other walks. The donkey 

work of getting the gate in place was done by Sue Aldridge – thank you, Sue -  and it 

was largely paid for by  the donations we receive from Ramblers Holidays through 

their walking partnership scheme. If our members continue to go on Ramblers 

Holidays, and continue to nominate West London to receive the donation, then we 

shall be able to see more gates installed, which will make our walking easier.  

 

One item from our last AGM which was referred back to the Committee for action 

was whether West London was well placed in the Bucks Area, or whether its real 

affinities were with the groups in the Inner London Area. After receiving what 

amounted to a brush-off from HQ, I wrote to the Chair of the Inner London Area, 

asking for her help and giving our reasons for wanting to move. She proved to be 

very friendly and forwarded my letter to the Chair of Trustees for consultation with 

the Chief Executive. Communication seemed to break down at this point, so 

eventually I wrote directly to Vanessa Griffiths, the Chief Executive, who said that 

she had not heard before of our request, but would do what she could to get the 

matter discussed and a response back to us for this meeting. We are still awaiting this 

response, but in the meantiime have made some unofficial headway. Both Jackie and 

I have been in regular touch with Clare Wadd, who is the Chair of the Inner London 

Area,  and agreed on some grass-roots co-operation. I have been invited as an 



observer to the next meeting of the Inner London Area Council in January, and Jackie 

will go to the Inner London Area AGM in February.  

 

Unfortunately that Area meeting is on the same day, Saturday 3 February 2018, as 

our own Bucks Area AGM, for which West London is acting as host. Some of the 

thinking behind our offer was to demonstrate to the other groups in the Area that we 

are really a London based group! I hope we shall have a good turn out of members 

for that AGM – all the details of the meeting and of the walk that preceeds it are in 

our current programme. I’d like us to be gracious hosts, and demonstrate to the Bucks 

Area that we are a lively and active group whose opinion does count. Maureen has 

agreed to co-ordinate refreshments on the day, and would be grateful of offers of help 

from a few others. 

 

And talking of help – our increased activity as a group does mean that we need more 

help in running it. You do not have to get yourself elected on to the Committee and 

attend meetings in order to help, although that is one option. All the present 

Committee members bar one are willing to stand again for election. Maureen has 

decided that she has steered our publicity efforts for long enough, and is standing 

down. We do thank her for what she has done, but that means  we are looking for a 

another publicity co-ordinator – and I do mean co-ordinator, not someone who will 

do all the work him or herself.  During Maureen’s term of office we have had stands 

at a number of different festivals, all of which Maureen has organized herself, as well 

as other publicity initiatives. But this does not all need to be done by one person, so, 

as well as a co-ordinator, we are looking for a few people who will come forward and 

offer do just one event, such as a festival, or another form of promotion. Likewise, 

Jackie needs to delegate some of the work of programme coordinator to other people, 

particularly someone who would be responsible for drawing up a programme of short 

and easy walks which would appeal to our older, less fit members. You may have 

seen in your SEW an article by Mid Berks Ramblers on what they call their ‘Third 

Age Walkers’. Now there is an idea we could take up. We also need to think of how 

to fill the places of other current committee members in due course, as it is not good 

for the group to have the same people doing things indefinitely. I have twice tried to 

bring in a motion that no position should be held by the same person for more than 4 

or possibly 5 years, but it was rejected both times. But current committee members 

will regulate their terms of office, and to avoid a major upheaval at any time, it would 

be good to  have, say, an assistant secretary or treasurer or a deputy chair. Please 

think about this. We can always co-opt people on to the committee after this meeting 

if necessary. 

 

Our new programme for next year is well under way thanks to Jackie and our team of 

leaders  - have a look of the display board to see some of the plans – so thanks again 

to her, to all the committee members and leaders, and happy walking in 2018. 

 

Margaret Lydamore 

Chair 


